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Hello everyone and welcome to this month’s edition of The Rising Star!

It is with great pride and humility that I write to you about the successful 
endeavors of Star Air. With over three years of flying the Indian skies, we 
celebrate our fellow Indians’ zeal, passion, and enthusiasm for flying high. 
With a motto of fulfilling the common man’s dream of flying, we have crossed 
a distinguished 3.5 Lac passenger mark. On this momentous occasion, I not 
only thank our loyal passengers but also our diligent employees for their hard 
work and dedication to helping us grow and achieve such a feat, after all, 
growth does not happen by luck; it is the result of forces working together.

With a goal of “Connecting Real India” Star Air has now successfully expanded 
its routes to Nagpur, Bhuj, and Bidar bringing its tally of destinations served 
to 18 and we are consistently striving towards expanding our network. We 
are humbled to have received a phenomenal response from the travelling 
public with the launch of these destinations. 

From the Tiger Capital of India to the Great Rann of Kutch to the City of 
Whispering Monuments, our new routes will not only enhance our domestic 
connectivity across regions but also cater to the city-specific travel demand. 
Widely famous for their unique cultures, archeological sites, and handicrafts, 
our new destinations are ideal tourism destinations that attract millions of 
people from across the world. Flights to our new destinations will not only 
strengthen tourism, and boost economic growth, but also allow seamless 
connectivity to these picturesque destinations. 

Due to the growing demand of our regional commuters, Star Air has also tied 
up with Paytm Travel, an app that would assist you with a quick, seamless, 
and hassle-free booking. Now you can book our flights in minutes, from 
anywhere, at any time!

Focused on ensuring hassle-free, affordable, and on-time services, Star 
Air has made significant strides in Indian aviation in a limited time. We will 
continue to offer new routes as per the travel demand in various sectors 
and encourage passengers to fly blissfully as we serve them with utmost 
comfort and care. 

To our employees, I would like to say you are our backbone. Thank you for 
being our strength during the tough times. As you lead Star Air to greater 
horizons, we thank you for your service.

I also thank our loyal passengers for reposing trust and allowing us to 
serve them with utmost comfort and care. We promise to provide more 
destinations, ensure the most convenient and time-efficient services, and 
many more years of exciting experiences with Star Air.

With our unique services and facilities catered to tailor our passenger’s 
personal travel requirements, we truly aspire to be the airline that cares. With 
great fervor and commitment, Star Air is ready to inspire, grow and explore 
by Connecting Real India.

SANJAY D. GHODAWAT

Chairman
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Watch List Catch the very best of the latest releases and 
upcoming movies and series slated for release in 
the coming months.

RANVEER VS WILD WITH 
BEAR GRYLLS

Synopsis: Out on a quest for his wife, Deepika 
Padukone, Ranveer Singh goes into the 
wilderness with British adventurer Bear Grylls.     
Language: Hindi, English
Genre: Adventure
Release date: July 08, 2022
Streaming on: Netflix

HOUSE OF THE DRAGON

Synopsis: A prequel to the Game of 
Thrones series, House of the Dragon tells 
the story of a stormy period for House 
Targaryen and a war for the iron throne—
one that pits siblings and dragons against 
each other.  
Language: English
Genre: Historical, Drama
Release date: August 21, 2022
Streaming on: Disney+ Hotstar

SHAMSHERA

Synopsis: The film is set in the 1800s (the 
pre-Independence era). It chronicles the 
story of a dacoit tribe who battled for their 
rights and freedom from the British.
Language: Hindi, Tamil, Telugu
Genre: Period, Drama
Release date: July 22, 2022
Playing in: Cinemas

LIGER

Synopsis: South Indian superstar 
Vijay Deverakonda will be essaying the 
role of a boxer. The story outlines his 
journey from the streets of Mumbai to 
professional boxing in the US. 
Language: Telugu, Hindi
Genre: Sports, Action
Release date: August 25, 2022
Playing in: Cinemas

ROCKETRY:
THE NAMBI EFFECT

Synopsis: The biographical 
drama is based on the life of 
Nambi Narayanan, a former 
ISRO scientist and aerospace 
engineer, who was falsely 
accused of being a spy and 
was arrested in 1994. 
Language: Tamil, Hindi, 
English
Genre: Biography, Drama
Release date: July 01, 2022
Playing in: Cinemas

THAI MASSAGE

Synopsis: This quirky comedy 
is a heart-warming tale of a 
70-year-old man. It will depict 
life from an old man’s point of 
view satirically. 
Language: Hindi
Genre: Comedy
Release date: August 25, 2022
Playing in: Cinemas
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Direct flight between 
Ahmedabad and Bhuj

Launches

In its effort to strengthen India’s regional connectivity, Star Air, the 
aviation arm of Sanjay Ghodawat Group, inaugurated Bhuj as its 17th 

destination on June 3, 2022, with a focus on intra-state connectivity.

 The Rising Star  July-August 2022  07

FROM TO DEP ARR DAYS
Ahmedabad Bhuj 11:00 12:00 Mon, Thu, 

Fri, Sat

Ahmedabad Bhuj 16:10 17:10 Wed

Bhuj Ahmedabad 12:30 13:30 Mon, Thu, 
Fri, Sat

Bhuj Ahmedabad 17:35 18:35 Wed

BHUJ
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With a vision of ‘Connecting 
Real India’ Star Air views 
Bhuj as a multifaceted city 

of culture and colour, that is widely 
famous for its amazing handicrafts, 
gigantic palaces, and the mesmerising 
white desert of Kutch, along with 
the ever-so-colourful Kutch Rann 
Utsav festival. With the launch of our 
new destination, Star Air will operate 
its Embraer 145 jets for direct and 
connecting flights between Bhuj, 
Ahmedabad, and Belagavi as part of 
its summer 2022 schedule, beginning 
June 3, 2022. Famous for its weaving, 
embroidery, block-printing, and tie 
and dye items, Bhuj is also an ideal 
textile tourism destination that attracts 
millions of people from across the 
world. Flights to our new destination 
will not only strengthen tourism, and 
boost economic growth, but will allow 

(From left): Sandeep Rajput, Ahmedabad Airport Manager; (centre) Nidhi, Customer Service Executive and (extreme right) Vikram Chauhan, 
GM - Revenue & Network Planning; along with senior citizens from Shri Lakshminarayan Foundation Old Age Home, Ahmedabad, whom the 
airline was proud to fly to and fro on the inaugural flight as a part of its corporate social responsibility.

seamless connectivity to the colourful 
and picturesque destination. 

The launch of the new route 
heralds the beginning of a new era 
for Gujarat, as it advocates for better 
connectivity within the state and 
the rest of the country. Commenting 
on the milestone achievement, Mr. 
Shrenik Ghodawat, MD, Star Air, said, 
“We are pleased to announce Bhuj 
as our 17th destination. The launch 
of flights to Bhuj would provide easy 
access to tourist attractions like the 
famous Rann Utsav, the Aina Mahal, 
and religious destinations including 
the Swaminarayan temple. Enhanced 
connectivity to Bhuj will boost tourism, 
trade, and commerce in Gujarat.  We 
hope to continue adding many other 
regional cities to the travel map of India 
in the times to come.”

 The inaugural flight was operated 
by Capt. Sanjay Gandhi and First Officer 
Ankur Singh, with Senior Cabin Crew 
Aniket and Cabin Crew Tanvi. Flight S5 
157, from Ahmedabad to Bhuj, operated 
with an impressive load factor of 96% 
and the return leg flight S5 158, from 
Bhuj to Ahmedabad, had an equally 
impressive 94% load factor. Offering 
great convenience and saving of time 
coupled with economical fares, we are 
pleased to note a very healthy load factor 
on the route since the time of its launch.

As a part of its CSR, Star Air is proud 
to have flown 14 senior citizens from Shri 
Lakshminarayan Foundation Old Age 
Home, Ahmedabad, to-and-fro on the 
inaugural flight to their immense cheer 
and delight. For several of them, this was 
the first time they were in an airplane.

Star Air will operate five times a 
week between Bhuj, Ahmedabad, 
and Belagavi on Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. 
This historic flight service between 
Ahmedabad and Bhuj covers 297 kms, 
in just 60 minutes instead of the 6+ 
hours via other modes of transport. 

For more information, please visit 

https://www.starair.in You can also 

connect with us on: @OfficialStarAir
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Star Pride

DHVANIT BHATT 
Manager - Sales (Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh & 
Rajasthan 

• Extremely devoted towards his work.

• Always goes the extra mile to go beyond 

fulfilling his targets.

• Has the capability of 

innovative, out-of-the-

box thinking which has 

helped him in his role 

and the company in 

a myriad of ways.

• Always ready 

and keen to take 

on any challenge 

and give his best 

to fulfil that.

• Has contributed 

extensively towards 

marketing Star Air charters 

and attracting charter clients.  

Celebrating our Star Performers
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One does not find Bhuj on 
many ‘popular places to 

travel’ lists. But, perhaps, 
this low exposure to 

tourism is what makes Bhuj 
a unique experience. A 

place with vibrant history, 
Bhuj has something to offer 

to every kind of traveller—
from peace and tranquillity 
lovers to the wanderer and 

the adventure-seeker.

Text by ASHUTOSH GOTAD

Land of  
the White 

Desert

Bhuj:
A LESSON IN HISTORY
Bhuj derives its name from the Bhujia hill, around which it is located. Founded 
in 1510 by Rao Hamir of the Jadeja clan, Bhuj was made the capital of Kutch in 
1549. The city was besieged many times by different rulers—including Mughals 
and local Indian chieftains—until, finally, it came under the rule of the British 
in the nineteenth century. Post-Independence, when Kutch State became a 
district of Gujarat, Bhuj was made its headquarters. The Swaminarayan temple 
in Bhuj, built in 1822, is one of the six original temples built during the time of 
Lord Swaminarayan.

KNOW YOUR CITY
Bhuj is the district headquarters of Kutch, the largest district in India. One of 
the western-most towns in the country, Bhuj is known for its small streets 

and bylanes, temples, palaces, and also Kutch Museum, the oldest museum 
in Gujarat. The nearby villages are popular for their handicrafts and myriad 

art forms. The city suffered from devastating earthquakes in 1819, 1956, and 
2001, each of which caused catastrophic damage to lives and property.

Star Air recently added Bhuj as its 17th destination, connecting it to Ahmedabad 
and Belagavi directly. Log on to https://www.starair.in/ to book a flight to Bhuj.
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TIME IT RIGHT 

Known to be one of the hottest regions in India, the weather in the arid land 

of Bhuj gets extreme during summers. Winters are relatively pleasant as the 

temperature dips surprisingly low. 

TANTALISE YOUR TASTE 
BUDS
The dabeli—a kind of a desi 
burger filled with a paste of spiced 
mashed potatoes, fried masala 
peanuts, and pomegranate, 
topped with sev—is an icon of 
Kutchi cuisine and is omnipresent 
across restaurants and food stalls 
in Bhuj. Along with it, the chana 
dal pakwan, sev khaman, various 
kinds of pakoras, and the sweet 
dishes adadiya and gulab pak are 
some of the ‘must-haves’ when 
in Bhuj. Of course, the traditional 
Gujarati thali is a good starting 
point to those who are new to 
Kutchi, or even Gujarati cuisine.

TREAT FOR YOUR EYES

Yet another  
architectural marvel,  

Aina Mahal has European 
influences with glass, 

mirrors, and tiles. Its popular 
features include Audience 
Hall, Pleasure Hall, Hall of 
Mirrors, State Apartments, 
the ante-chamber, Darbar 

Hall, and Marriage Hall.

Kutch Museum  
has a unique collection  
of inscriptions, scripts,  

coins, musical  
instruments, paintings, 

weaponry, and even  
Indus seals.

Hamisar is  
a 450-year-old lake 

built during the reign of 
Rao Khengarji I. Over time, 
many canals and tunnels 
were developed to bring 

water from three river 
systems to the lake. The lake 

has a serene atmosphere 
and is a tourist hot spot.

A nineteenth-century  
palace, Prag Mahal is  

made from Italian marble and 
sandstone from Rajasthan. It 

features beautiful artwork and 
taxidermy. Its bell tower offers 

breath-taking views of the 
cityscape.

Located on the  
outskirts of Bhuj,  

Bhujia Fort overlooks the 
town from atop the  

Bhujia hill. The Fort houses 
the popular Bhujang  

Nag temple, and offers  
amazing views of Kutch’s  

landscape for miles.

A TRYST WITH NATURE
One of the most unique places on the planet, Rann of Kutch is a 
salt marsh and is part of the Thar Desert. The place is known for its 
vast expanse of flat salt land that is a surreal treat to the eyes and 
is thronged by tourists from all over the world, especially during 
the colourful Rann Utsav. Kutch Desert Wildlife Sanctuary is 
a saline wetland that is home to flamingos, black-necked storks, 
Indian porcupines, and many other animals and birds. Dholavira, 
an ancient Harappan city, will take you back in time. The site has 
remnants of an era bygone and is testimony to the marvellous 
architecture of the Indus Valley Civilisation.



  May-June 2022  The Rising Star16

Puzzles

Solutions:
Albania, Cuba, Hong Kong, Iran, Malaysia, Qatar, Portugal

• Which wrestler’s real-life story inspired the film 
‘Dangal’?

• A Bollywood actress whose ancestor was 
instrumental in the construction of the Eiffel 
Tower.

• What was Mahendra Bahubali’s adopted parents’ 
name for him?

• Which Bollywood actress has been invited to join 
the 2022 Oscars Committee?

• Actress Priyanka Chopra’s first Hollywood movie.

Bollywood 

Quiz
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Launches its New Regional 
Destination: Bidar

Star Air

With an ardent effort to strengthen Karnataka’s regional connectivity, 
Star Air, a brand of Ghodawat Enterprises Pvt. Ltd., launched its 18th 

regional destination, Bidar, from Bengaluru, on June 15, 2022.

FROM TO DEP ARR DAYS

Bengaluru Bidar 14:55 16.05 Mon, Wed, 
Thu, Fri, Sat

Bidar Bengaluru 16:35 17:45 Mon, Wed, 
Thu, Fri, Sat

BIDAR
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W ith only limited flights flying 
to the architectural and 
religious city of Bidar, Star 

Air is proud to have the honour of flying 
passengers to the ‘City of Whispering 
Monuments’. Famous for its Bidri 
handicrafts, rich history, and religious 
significance to the Sikh community, 
Bidar has transformed itself into a 
confluence of urban development and 
cultural heritage. With this launch, Star 
Air now operates its Embraer 145 jets to 
the cool and picturesque hills of Bidar, 
making it the perfect destination for 
a getaway holiday. As air connectivity 
is an economic enabler as well as an 
employment growth engine, flights 
to our new destination will not only 
strengthen tourism but also boost the 
socio-economic growth of the city.

As the launch to Bidar marks itself 
as a symbol of better connectivity and 
networking, Mr. Shrenik Ghodawat, 

Line Check Cabin Crew Nikith and 
Cabin Crew Sakshi.

Flight S5 159, from Bengaluru to 
Bidar, operated with an impressive 
load factor of 96%, and the return leg 
flight S5 160, from Bidar to Bengaluru, 
had an equally impressive 94% load 
factor. 

The flight service between 
Bengaluru and Bidar covers 520 km 
in just 1 hour 10 minutes instead 
of 8 to 12 hours via other modes of 
transportation. Tourists can also visit 
Kalaburagi, Nanded, Nizamabad, 
and Hyderabad as they lie in close 
proximity to Bidar. 

Currently, Star Air offers scheduled 
flight services to 18 Indian destinations, 
namely Ahmedabad, Ajmer 
(Kishangarh), Bengaluru, Belagavi, Delhi 
(Hindon), Hubballi, Indore, Jodhpur, 
Kalaburagi, Mumbai, Nashik, Surat, 
Tirupati, Jamnagar, Hyderabad, Nagpur, 
Bhuj, and Bidar. 

For more information, please visit 

https://www.starair.in You can also 

connect with us on: @OfficialStarAir

MD, Star Air, said, “We are pleased to 
announce Bidar as our 18th destination. 
The launch of Bidar to Bengaluru flights 
would enable business and leisure 
travel growth between these cities. As 
we intend to provide the easy access of 
flying to the common man, we are also 
proud to contribute to the growth of 
the regional destinations we fly to. We 
hope to continue connecting our loyal 
passengers to many other regional and 
picturesque cities of India in the times 
to come.”

Star Air will operate four times a 
week between Bidar and Bengaluru on 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday. 
The schedule of these flights has been 
planned to offer passengers the most 
reasonable prices under the popular 
UDAN scheme.

The inaugural flight was operated by 
Capt. Dinesh Kant Sharma, Director of 
Training, and Capt. Naveen Solanki, with 
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What the Stars Reveal
Find out what the stars reveal for the coming months.

Taurus  
(April 20 – May 20)

When it comes to 
relationships you will be 
dizzy in love. If you get 
dragged into a whirlwind, 
try to let go. You will form 
new relations and links and 
be presented with new 
opportunities in love.

Aries  
(March 21 – April 19)

Your dream projects are 
soon going to become a 
reality. Take advantage of 
every facility available. Live 
your emotions and continue 
on the same path. Overall, 
your life will be filled with 
positivity.

Gemini  
(May 21 – June 20)

Take a break or go on a 
holiday when you need to 
come up with fresh ideas. 
Do yoga to rid stagnation 
and relieve stress. Kick 
back at times, recline and 
laze a little, as these are 
great ways to unwind.

Cancer  
(June 21 – July 22)

Problems arise but do not get 
stuck in these situations. Take 
time out to think calmly. Your 
loved ones are protected and 
you become more aware of 
how lucky you are. Trust your 
intuition.

Leo  
(July 23 – August 22)

Beautiful times are up 
ahead. Do not let your 
natural anxiety get in the 
way of happiness and 
relationships. You plan 
holidays and holidays are 
made for relaxing. So, relax.

Virgo  
(August 23 – September 22)

Your anxieties disappear 
giving way to a free spirit. It is 
your turn to be in the spotlight. 
Enjoy this moment of glory 
and don’t refuse those party 
invitations. Keep your head on 
your shoulders.

Libra  
(September 23 – October 22)

Waste no time in worrying 
about people’s judgement. 
You are on the right path in 
life. Bask in the sun and take 
part in physical activities to 
recharge and get into better 
shape.

Scorpio  
(October 23 – November 21)

Your mood livens up. Do not 
feed the negative thoughts 
or voices in your head. Let the 
opportunities come to you. 
Your loved ones will support 
your projects. Overall your 
morale will be great.

Sagittarius  
(November 22 – December 21)

Your daily tasks and work 
make you feel unenthusiastic. 
Don’t hesitate to take a step 
back and make necessary 
changes. Get out of your 
comfort zone and try 
something new.

Capricorn  
(December 22 – January 19)

You put too much pressure 
on yourself to perform. You 
have this need to feel useful 
and of service to everyone. 
Watch out for your emotions 
too. Know that your loved 
ones are always there for you.

Aquarius  
(January 20 – February 18)

You may feel as if things are 
not going your way, but it is 
necessary for you to evolve. 
Positivity will eventually 
return to you. Your near and 
dear ones will appreciate 
your optimism.

Pisces  
(February 19 – March 20)

It is a very auspicious time 
for you. Chances are most 
things you desire will work 
out in your favour. You 
might face hardships, but 
gradually, you will get your 
head out of the water.
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A LESSON IN HISTORY
Bidar is said to be associated with the ancient kingdom of 
Vidarbha, references to which are found in Hindu literature such 
as Malavikagnimitra, Mahabharata, the Harivamsa, Bhagavata, 
and a few other Puranas. According to legend, one of the central 
characters of the Mahabharata, Vidura, lived here, and hence, 
the place was earlier called Viduranagara. As per recorded history, 
Bidar was part of the Mauryan Empire, and later, was ruled by 
the Satavahanas, Kadambas and Chalukyas of Badami, and the 
Rashtrakutas. In comparatively recent history, the place was 
besieged and ruled by various foreign invaders—from Allauddin 
Khilji to Muhammed-bin-Tughluq and from the Bahmanid Dynasty 
to the Mughals and the Barid Shahi Dynasty.

KNOW YOUR CITY
Bidar town is situated in North Karnataka, and is the headquarters 
of Bidar District, which borders Maharashtra and Telangana. The 
city is well known for its many sites of architectural, historical, and 
religious importance. The IAF Station located in Bidar is used for 
advanced jet training of prospective fighter pilots on BAe Hawk 
aircraft. Bidar is known to be the coldest and the wettest place in 
North Karnataka.

Star Air recently added Bidar as its 18th destination, connecting it to Bengaluru 
directly. Log on to https://www.starair.in/ to book a flight to Bidar.

Bidar, in North Karnataka, is a relatively 
lesser-known place. But this quaint 
little town has a rich history and is 
a centre of cultural importance. It is 
popular for its fort, monuments, and 
handicrafts. It is also home to IAF Bidar, 
the second biggest Indian Air Force 
training centre in the country.

Text by ASHUTOSH GOTAD

Bidar: The City of Whispering 
Monuments
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TIME IT RIGHT 
Summer temperatures peak 
upwards of 40°C in Bidar, 
so travellers are advised to 
carry adequate water, and an 
umbrella and/or sunscreen. 
October to March is a better 
time to visit here as it is a 
comparatively cooler period. 

TREAT FOR YOUR EYES A TRYST WITH NATURE

Bidar Fort is one of the most formidable forts in the country, and as a 
complex, it used to house royal palaces and a mosque. Today, it has seven 
main entrances and boasts Islamic and Persian architecture, 37 bastions 
with metal shielded cannons, and many monuments.

Chaubara, a 22m-high, old cylindrical 
clock tower, is located right in the heart 
of the town and offers breath-taking 
views of the whole plateau.

Built by the eponymous prime-
minister of the Bahmani 
Empire, Mahmud Gawan 
Madrasa is a unique structure, 
that once had a library of around 
3,000 valuable manuscripts, but 
was severely damaged during the 
Mughal king Aurangzeb’s siege 
of it.

Gurdwara Nanak Jhira Sahib was established in 
1948, and is dedicated to Shri Guru Nanak Dev Ji.

While most of Northern Karnataka is a relatively dry area, Bidar is an exception and has 
a considerable amount of biodiversity. Its ecology consists of flora in its grasslands, 
dry-deciduous, and scrub vegetation. The fauna includes blackbuck, porcupines, 
hares, jungle cats, wolves, jackals, foxes, as well as birds such as partridges, peafowl, 
coursers, munias, raptors, etc. The numerous lakes in Bidar attract many species of 
local and migratory birds.

TANTALISE YOUR TASTE BUDS
Bele palya is a popular main course 
vegetarian dish of Bidar, made from 
lentils and cooked with various 
vegetables and spices. A well-liked 
appetiser, Saaru is a tangy tomato soup 
that includes pepper, cumin, coriander 
seeds, asafoetida, and tamarind.
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Tell us about yourself.
I was born and brought up in Kolhapur, 
and have also spent a lot of time in 
Belagavi, where I’m currently based. After 
completing high school, I went to Cyprus 
to pursue a course in Hotel Management. 
I came back to India and did my Bachelors 
in Business Administration. After that, 
I went to the UK to do a Masters in 
International Business. 

How did you come to join Star Air?
While working as a Business Consultant 
in Dubai, I would often notice airline crew 
walking in and out of an airline’s office, 
right across my office, and would think, “I 
too want to work in aviation.” Soon after, 
I interviewed for and got a job with an 
International airline. 

After spending almost 12 years 
abroad, I decided to come back to India, 
since I wanted to spend time with my 
family. Here, I came to know about Star Air, 
I applied and got a job as a Senior Cabin 
Crew. Working with Star Air has been quite 
convenient for me, because, unlike my 
previous jobs, I get to come back home to 
my family every day after work.

What does your work at Star Air 
involve?
Now as an Assistant Base Manager, I 
coordinate crew training and duties. I 
also look after inflight services, attend 
to customer and crew complaints, and 
ensure that every issue is resolved. 

As a Senior Cabin Crew, after I shut 
the door of the aircraft, I have to bear in 
mind that everyone inside the plane is like 

my family. I also understand that every 
day will bring a new challenge, and the 
course of the day depends greatly on 
the behaviour of the passengers and my 
ability to deal with it.

My responsibilities also include 
resolving issues regarding the flight, 
service, catering or transportation that 
can crop up. Even if I’m off duty, I attend 
to these matters whenever required.

Any memorable moments from 
work that you would like to share?
We experienced severe turbulence on a 
recent flight from Belagavi to Indore, as 
it was a bumpy ride, I called the captain 
to check on the situation. The captain 
first enquired if the passengers were 
safe, to which I replied in the affirmative. 
I did, however, tell him that a few of them 
were a little worried. The captain assured 
me that the situation was absolutely 
under control. I went back to the cabin 
and conveyed this reassurance to the 
passengers, advising them not to panic. I 
could gradually see the calming effect of 
my cabin announcement which is a proud 
and humbling experience.

Often, passengers walk up to us 
and thank us for the service. They 
also share their experiences and 
compliments on social media as well as 
write to our management on the good 
service they received. This is a huge 
motivator not just for me but for all my 
colleagues.

Being an Assistant Base Manager, 
I follow a holistic approach by always 
encouraging my crew to learn more 
about aviation aside from their core 
work as I believe that will positively 
impact not just their current job profile 
but also their future prospects.

What is it that you like about 
working at Star Air?
During COVID, when most airlines 
resorted to job cuts and pay cuts, 
Star Air was one such employer 
who continued to give us what was 
promised, for which I am grateful to 
them. Another perk of working with Star 
Air is that they’ve provided me with 
the convenience of working from my 
hometown, Belagavi, because of which 
I am able to go home to my family.  

“Put a smile on your face, 
go forward, and give 
your best,” says Aniket 
Naik, Senior Cabin Crew 
and Asst. Base Manager 
(Belagavi), Star Air, while 
talking to The Rising Star.

Smile
Serving with a



 The Rising Star  July-August 2022  29

Tell us about yourself.
I was born in Kerala, but since my 
father was in the Army, we were 
constantly on the move due to his 
transfers. So my schooling happened 
in Kendriya Vidyalayas in six to seven 
places, including Bengaluru, the 
Andamans, Punjab, and Chennai.

How did you come to join Star 
Air?
I pursued my B.A. in Public 
Administration from Madras University, 
and joined aviation in the year 2006 
as a Guest Relations Executive. 
Working with different airlines and 
an automobile company, I finally 
joined Star Air as Airport Manager in 
November 2018. Today, I am posted 
in Belagavi and manage all airport 
operations.

Tell us about your work at Star 
Air.
As a Senior Manager (Airports), my job 
is to look after the daily operations of 
all the airports across our network. 
Apart from that, I am also involved 
in the initial set-up of our systems 
at newly opened destinations. 
This includes space identification, 
infrastructure, manpower placement 
and training, and initiating our 
operations there. I also take care of our 
charter operations. 

Please share your stand-out 
moments from work.
When I joined Star Air in late 2018, 
we hadn’t commenced operations 
yet. We were planning to begin flights 
in January 2019. The management 
gave me the rare opportunity of doing 
station set-ups over the next two to 
three months, which was a moment 

ST Kiran, Senior Manager (Airports), Star Air, shares his experience setting up airport bases 
and managing them for Star Air in this interview with The Rising Star.

Another thing I’ve noticed is 
that Star Air makes us feel that the 
company exists because of the 
employee, rather than the other way 
around, which is a great motivator. 
Whenever our Chairman, MD, or CEO 
travels with us, they talk to us warmly, 
behave like they are one of us, and 
make genuine inquiries about us, our 
dependants, and whether they could 
do anything to make our lives easier. 
All this makes us feel like we are one 
big family. 

Leading from 
the Front

of pride for me. Being the only person 
to execute this operation, and that 
too within a limited time, proved 
quite difficult for me. However, when 
I finally accomplished the task, it was 
very satisfying. All in all, it was a good 
learning experience for me.

My other memorable experiences are 
mostly with handling passenger issues. 
In the event of a ticket cancellation for 
whatever reason, a passenger has the 
right to complain, and it is my duty to be 
patient with them, listen to their problem, 
and find a solution to it. I make it a point 
to show empathy and offer a meaningful 
solution to them. However, we too are 
bound by rules and regulations, and 
can work only within those boundaries. 
Handling these situations tactfully and 
sensitively is also part of my job.

What is it that you like 
about working at Star 
Air?
What I like the most 
about Star Air is that 
the management is 
transparent. They 
are always open 
to us sharing our 
opinions, and give 
consideration to 
the ideas that we 
present to them, 
some of which 
get implemented. 
They trust their 
employees, and 
give them the power 
to take decisions at 
their level. This puts 
the employees’ minds at 
ease and lets them work 
freely, thereby contributing to 
productivity.
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World Chocolate Day (7th July) celebrates the world’s favourite comfort food! So, in honour of 
chocolate, let’s indulge in these simple classic recipes with a chocolate-y twist! These creative 

mashups will undoubtedly brighten up your day!

Text by NIMMI MATHAI

The Sweet Life

You will need:
• ½ cup water
• ½ cup milk
• 1 tablespoon dried tea leaves
• 1 tablespoon sugar
• 1 tablespoon cocoa powder
• 1 teaspoon black peppercorns
• 1 teaspoon fennel seeds
• 1 teaspoon minced ginger
• 1 teaspoon nutmeg powder
• 2 cloves
• 2 green cardamoms
• ½ inch cinnamon stick

Method: 
• Grind the black peppercorns, fennel 

seeds, minced ginger, nutmeg 
powder, cloves, cardamoms, and 
cinnamon stick together to make the 
masala for the chai.

• Boil water and add tea leaves and 
sugar to it. Turn off the heat. Let it 
steep for 5 minutes.

• After 5 minutes, place the vessel 
back on a reduced flame and add the 
masala to the tea. Allow 3–4 minutes 
for it to boil. Add milk and cocoa 
powder after 3-4 minutes. 

• Keep stirring until it reaches the 
desired consistency. 

• 1 ½ teaspoons fennel seeds (jeera)
• 1 ½ tablespoons dried crushed rose petals
• 1 ½ tablespoons chopped pistachios 
• 2 tablespoons almond flakes

Method: 
• Melt the white chocolate bars in a 

pan on a low flame. Once melted, add 
the thandai powder and mix it well.

• After 5 minutes, add the 
cardamom powder and stir well. 

• Pour the chocolate into a 
mould. Sprinkle some thandai 
powder, almond flakes, chopped 
pistachios, fennel seeds, and 
dried crushed rose petals on it. 

• Let the chocolate thandai 
bar set in the refrigerator. It 
may take upto an hour.

• ½ teaspoon green cardamom powder
• ½ cup sugar
• 1 cup water
• Raisins and chopped almonds for 

garnish

Method:
• Heat ghee in a pan. Once the 

ghee melts, add the semolina and 
roast for 4–5 minutes. When the 
semolina is cooked, add the cocoa 
powder and mix well. 

• Add water and cook for a few more 
minutes before adding cardamom 
powder and sugar. 

• The mixture should start to thicken. 
Cook for another 2–3 minutes, or until 
the semolina stops sticking to the 
edges.

• Remove from the heat and garnish 
with chopped raisins and almonds.

Chocolate Masala ChaiChocolate Thandai Bar

Chocolate Sheera

You will need:
• 2 white chocolate bars
• 3 tablespoons thandai powder + to 

sprinkle on top
• 1 teaspoon cardamom powder

You will need:
• ½ cup semolina
• 4 tablespoons ghee (clarified butter)
• 1 tablespoon cocoa powder
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Baghāre baingan 
Deep-fried aubergines are tossed and 

simmered in a hot, tangy, nutty pool 
of masalas. Peanuts, coconut, cumin 

seeds, sesame seeds, and tamarind fuse 
perfectly with the masalas to form this 
cannot-miss Hyderabadi classic! A hot 

preference for one and all! 

Mirchi-
ka-salan 
If you can 
handle your 
spice, then give 
the mirchi-ka-
salan a try. Stuffed 
green chillies are cooked 
in a blend of curd, garlic, ginger, 
tamarind, coconut, spices, peanuts, and 
cashews. One spoon of this rich and spicy gravy 
is enough to make your taste buds sing.

Gil-e-firdaus
This festive favourite has indulgence written all 

over it. The dessert is prepared using sago 
(sabudana) and rice, along with cashew-

paste, milk, rose water, saffron, cardamom, 
dried fruits, and a unique element—

bottle gourd. It is finger-licking good, 
and one bowl can just never be 
enough. Second serving anyone?

Qabooli biryani
Giving stiff competition to its non-

vegetarian parallels is the Qabooli 
biryani. Richly-flavoured, sizzling, 
soft rice is layered with crunchy 
chana dal, which is topped 
with caramelised onions and 
pomegranate arils. The heart-
warming medley of ingredients is 

sure to tug at your heartstrings with 
its luscious taste.

When in the land of the nawabs, indulge in these spicy 
and flavourful ‘nawabi’ delights.

Hyderabad’s non-vegetarian delicacies might be popular 
around the globe, but move over non-vegetarian, 

here are some dazzling vegetarian delights that are 
guaranteed to leave you feeling rich and satiated. 

Text by NIMMI MATHAI

Meal Cart

Jouzi halwa
In spite of having Turkish roots, the jouzi halwa has 

gained immense popularity as a Hyderabadi sweet 
after being patronised by Mir Osman Ali Khan—the last 

Nizam of Hyderabad. The sweet dish which takes 
anywhere between six and eight hours to prepare 

is made using jouzi (oat milk), nutmeg powder, 
saffron, kewra water, cardamom, mace, wheat flour, 

milk, dollops of ghee, and dried fruits. The famous jouzi 
halwa is now a part of the city’s heritage.  

Shahi  korma
A crunchy assortment 

of veggies is mixed in 
creamy gravy which 

is perked-up with 
fresh cream and 
varied spices. 
The shahi-style 
dish, although 
tongue-tickling, 
is not spicy at all. 
Consider it the 

perfect treat for 
when you wish to 

give your senses a 
royal feast!

Hyderabadi khatti dal 
Loads of tomatoes and 

tamarind, a splash 
of spice powders 

and pungent 
ingredients like 

garlic, ginger 
and green 

chillies, give 
this khatti dal 
its refreshing 

taste. For those 
who love tangy, 

refreshing, and spicy 
dishes, this is the perfect go-
to dish on a rainy afternoon.

Qubani-ka-meetha
Dried apricots are puréed 

and cooked in ghee. 
This preparation 

is laced with 
cardamom 

powder and 
saffron. The 

tiny bit of 
acidity of the 

apricots is 
enhanced 

amid all the 
sweetness. The 

crunchiness 
of mixed nuts 

increases the 
overall tastiness and 
is the perfect garnish. 
Can it get any better? Yes, 
with a scoop of ice-cream, it 

can!

Irani chai and 
Osmania biscuits

Sugar, milk, water, tea 
leaves, cardamom, 

star anise, cinnamon 
and cloves, merge to 
form the iconic drink 

of Hyderabad—Irani 
chai or Hyderabadi 
dum chai. This iconic 
chai is served with 

Osmania biscuits, 
which enhance its 
flavour. Be it for a 
morning chat or 

an evening break, 
the delicious 

combination of 
piping-hot Irani 
chai and freshly-

baked Osmania 
biscuits can lift 

anyone’s mood in a jiffy.

Hyderabad
Flavours of
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Light Meal + Frustar / 
Fizzinga

Hot Beverages

Potato Chips + Light 
Meal + Frustar / Fizzinga

Heavy Meal + Hot 
Beverage

Light Meal + Hot 
Beverage

Heavy Meal + Frustar / 
Fizzinga

₹250

₹170

₹50 ₹30

₹220

₹270

₹220

₹220

BEVERAGE

COMBOS

₹100

www.stairair.in

* All menu items are subject to availability

Potato Chips + Heavy 
Meal + Frustar / Fizzinga
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Salted Almonds

Thinz Salted / Chilli

Rava Upma

Caramel Cashewnuts

Vegetable Poha

Salted Cashewnuts

Conez Tangy Tomato / 
Tikka Masala

Potato Chips Salted / Masala 
/ Cream & Onion

Cup Noodles

₹150

₹30

₹150

₹150

₹150

₹150

₹50

₹200

TEMPTATIONS

SNACK FOOD

LIGHT MEAL HEAVY MEAL

Vegetable Biryani

₹200

Dal Chawal

₹200

* All menu items are subject to availability

www.stairair.in




