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The

Tiger
Capital
of

India

Nagpur city, being surrounded by six tiger
sanctuaries, is considered an important centre for
tiger conservation in the country. It also has great
historic and cultural significance, and is one of
the fastest growing cities in India.

Chairman’s Message
Dear Readers,
We’ve been ‘Connecting People to Real India’ for three amazing years,
and not a single day has passed without us seeking a better approach to
enhancing the lives of others. By accomplishing our intent of fulfilling the
common man’s dream of flying, we have achieved tremendous success as
one of India’s fastest-growing regional airlines.
Despite the COVID-19 led pandemic being the aviation industry’s worst-ever
crisis, we not only stayed committed to our flight schedule and operated the
majority of our flights but expanded our operations by 120% as compared
to our 2019 winter schedule. By widening our latest network to Nagpur, we
now operate to 16 destinations namely Ahmedabad, Ajmer (Kishangarh),
Bengaluru, Belagavi, Delhi (Hindon), Hubballi, Indore, Jodhpur, Kalaburagi,
Mumbai, Nashik, Surat, Tirupati, Jamnagar, Hyderabad, and now Nagpur, with
another exciting destination in the western part of India — Bhuj — coming up
for launch shortly. With a 100% PLF and an all-women’s crew operating the
historic inaugural flight between Belagavi and Nagpur, Star Air celebrates
this milestone with honour and pride as we received a phenomenal response
from the public.
Consistently leading the Passenger Load Factor charts, we have transformed our airline into a symbol of hassle-free, affordable,
and on-time services. Over a short span of time, Star Air has cultivated passenger loyalty that has become synonymous
among our Star flyers. As per DGCA statistics, in February 2021, Star Air clocked the highest Passenger Load Factor (PLF)
among all Indian airlines at 79.0% followed by registering the second-highest Passenger Load Factor (PLF) thrice in: July 2021
with 70.1%, October 2021 with 80.0%, and December 2021 with 82.3%. Besides being voted as the airline with the highest
average passenger load factor on RCS flights by the Ministry of Civil Aviation, we also received the award for Best Domestic
Airline (RCS) by Wings India 2022. We also set up exemplary actions by joining hands with the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare in the fight against COVID-19 by regularly airlifting vaccines at zero cost.
We focussed on ensuring a seamless and personalised flying experience that blends service at an affordable price with
our motto of ‘Connecting Real India’, we are proud to say we have excelled at operating primarily in Tier II & III cities with
limited airport infrastructure. I express my heartfelt gratitude to all our employees for their unconditional faith and support in
connecting the unconnected with great zeal and efficiency.
We are extremely grateful and thankful to our wonderful passengers for choosing us. We have constantly worked to provide
our passengers with the best care and comfort since our inception. As we celebrate three years of service in the Indian skies,
we pledge to provide more destinations, deliver the most convenient and time-efficient services, and deliver many more years
of exciting experiences with Star Air.
With our unique services and facilities catered to tailor our passenger’s personal travel requirements, we truly aspire to be the
airline that cares. Get ready to witness Star Air grow and inspire by ‘Connecting Real India’.

SANJAY D. GHODAWAT
Chairman
The Rising Star May-June 2022
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Summer Hacks

Summer survival
Summer heat won’t be a problem with these
cool drinks…

Aam Panna
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A quintessential Indian, summer
drink, especially in Maharashtra,
aam panna is rich in vitamins
C, B, and B12. But it is more for
its taste and cooling properties,
than its nutritional value, that
people drink this raw mangobased delight.

Jal Jeera
An ultimate, na
tural appetizer
for digestive
problems, jal
jeera
is a tangy, arom
atic, spicy, ye
t
soothing drin
k, with relativ
ely
less calories an
d almost no
sugar conten
t. Of course, its
primary functio
n is still to serv
e
as a soothing
summer drink
to provide resp
ite from the
blistering sum
mer heat.

Honeydew Ice

Coconut Wat
er
A great way to
replace lost
electrolytes, co
conut water is
just the drink
to go in summ
ers.
It also contains
potassium,
sodium, mag
nesium, and ot
her
minerals, whi
ch help replen
ish
the amount of
salt lost from
the
body through
sweating durin
g
summer.
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Honeydew melon (mitha tarbuj)
juice pale green coloured slushy
drink that has made its way in
the hearts and tummies of many
who have been bothered by the
summer heat. It aids in digestion,
and is a good source of Vitamins
C and B, and potassium.
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Now Streaming

Catch the very best of movies and series
slated to release in the upcoming months.

JAYESHBHAI JORDAAR

BHOOL BHULAIYA 2

Synopsis: This social-comedy is set
in Gujarat. The movie revolves around
Jayeshbhai, an ordinary man who believes
in equality for men and women.
Language: Hindi
Genre: Comedy, Satire
Release date: 13th May
Playing in: Cinemas

Synopsis: Set within the sprawling halls
of a haveli, the sequel is all set to have a
real ghost unlike the first part which was a
psychological thriller.
Language: Hindi
Genre: Horror, Comedy
Release date: 20th May
Playing in: Cinemas

VIKRAM

PRITHVIRAJ

SARKARU VAARI PAATA

Synopsis: In this action-packed movie
about powerful dynamics, Kamal
Haasan is reportedly playing the role
of a cop who takes on an important
mission.
Language: Tamil
Genre: Action, Thriller
Release date: 3rd June
Playing in: Cinemas

Synopsis: The film is an epic, period drama
based on the life of the legendary Hindu
Rajput warrior king Prithviraj Chauhan who
fought valiantly against the merciless invader
Muhammad of Ghor.
Language: Hindi
Genre: Historical, Drama
Release date: 3rd June
Playing in: Cinemas

Synopsis: The movie
follows Mahesh Babu, a bank
manager who is tasked by
the government to bring
fraudsters to justice.
Language: Telugu
Genre: Action, Drama
Release date: 12th May
Playing in: Cinemas
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JURASSIC WORLD:
DOMINION
Synopsis: Four years
after Isla Nublar has been
destroyed, the future of
humans hangs in the balance
as dinosaurs now live and
hunt alongside humans all
over the world.
Language: English
Genre: Fantasy, Sci-Fi,
Adventure
Release date: 10th June
Streaming on: Disney+
Hotstar

Laugh Out Loud

Do you know who invented the plane that
never took off? The Wrong Brothers.
Why do aliens not visit
earth? Because of the
rating—only one star.

On A Lighter Note
Add a dose of fun to your travel with jokes that are
guaranteed to tickle your funny bone.

Why do beetroots always win
the race? Because they are
un-beet-able!

What is a sad strawberry
called? A blueberry.

What do you give a sick
lemon? Lemon-aid!
They tried to plan
their vacation using a
broken pencil. It was
pointless!
Why did the shark not
enjoy its vacation in
France? Because it
wanted to go to Finland.

When do you go
at red and stop at
green? When eating a
watermelon.

Running to the boarding
gate is the favourite workout
routine for many.

Where do hamsters vacation?
In Ham-sterdam.
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In the Spotlight

Flying with
the Stars
Star Air had a momentous win at Wings India 2022
bagging the award for Best Domestic Airline (RCS).

10
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S

tar Air, a Sanjay Ghodawat Group
venture, won the prestigious
award for Best Domestic Airline
(RCS) by Wings India 2022. The award
was presented by Mr. Jyotiraditya
Scindia, Hon’ble Minister of Civil
Aviation, Government of India, in the
presence of esteemed senior officials
from the Ministry, FICCI, and industry
representatives, in a grand ceremony
held in Hyderabad.

Launched in 2019, Star Air has tried
to connect travellers across various
unconnected routes at affordable rates
with utmost comfort and care. Today,
it is one of India’s fastest-growing
regional airlines under the popular RCSUDAN scheme.
Over the course of three years of
‘Connecting Real India’, Star Air has
excelled in accomplishing its goal of
enriching the lives of others by fulfilling
the common man’s dream of flying by
launching pioneering routes on city
pairs that were never connected before.
Voted for its impeccable services
and unique connectivity across
the Indian skies, the award for Best
Domestic Airline (RCS) is a fine
affirmation of our growth and hard work.
As a regional commuter airline, Star
Air is a customer-focussed entity that
ensures a seamless and personalised
flying experience that blends service at
an affordable price. As a result of this,
travellers repeatedly love to experience
flying in our unique private jet-like
aircraft that promises a distinctive 1 - 2
seating arrangement. Intending to make

travel more accessible and inexpensive,
Star Air also offers affordable fares over
a very niche route network.
“Winning the award for the Best
Domestic Airline (RCS) by Wing India
2022 marks a remarkable achievement
for Star Air. I would like to thank our
team for their dedication and effort
towards offering a world-class travel
experience to our passengers. As we
look forward to providing our star flyers
seamless and stress-free travels, we
would also like to thank Wings India
2022 for the recognition,” said Capt.
Simran Singh Tiwana, CEO - Star Air.

Pursuant to the success of WINGS
2020, the Ministry of Civil Aviation and
FICCI jointly organised WINGS INDIA
2022 - Asia’s largest event on Civil
Aviation (Commercial, General, and
Business Aviation), providing a congenial
forum catering to the rapidly changing
dynamics of the sector, focusing on new
business acquisition, investments, policy
formation, and regional connectivity. It
provides a much-desired fillip to aviation
and the focused forums are instrumental
in attaining the objective of connecting
the buyers, sellers, investors, and other
stakeholders.
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Cover Story

OrangeNagpur
City,
Nagpur has earned many monikers — Orange City, Tiger Capital
of India, Tiger Gateway of India, and so on. Being one of the most
culturally and politically important cities in the country, Nagpur
is on the fast track to development and is poised to gain even
greater significance in the near future.
Text by ASHUTOSH GOTAD
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Nagpur is well-connected by air, railway, and road to all major Indian
May-June
The
Rising Star to book a flight to Nagpur.
cities.
Log on2022
to https:/
/www.starair.in/

KNOW YOUR CITY
The winter capital of the western-Indian state of Maharashtra, Nagpur is one of the fastest growing cities in
the country. It is also one of the top ten cities in India, under the country’s National Smart Cities Mission. The
city ranks high on many indices, most prominent among them being liveability, greenery, education, public
transport, and health care.

A LESSON IN HISTORY
While the region of Nagpur has a rich history dating back to 8th century BC, it was
founded as a city by the Gond king Bakht Buland Shah of Deogarh, in 1702. It later
became a part of the Maratha Empire, under the Bhosale dynasty. The British East
India Company took over Nagpur in the 19th century and made it the capital of
the Central Provinces and Berar. The city lost its status as the capital after the first
re-organisation of states. Following the informal Nagpur Pact between political
leaders, it was made the second capital (winter capital) of Maharashtra.

NAGPUR’S ORANGE
CONNECT
Nagpur is synonymous with
oranges, since orange is
a major commercial crop
here, and today, has given
the city a cultural identity.
The juicy, pulpy fruit grows
in abundance here and is
consumed and supplied
widely—across the globe.
The Nagpur orange was
recently awarded the
Geographical Indications
(GI) tag under the
Geographical Indication
of Goods (Registration
and Protection) Act 1999.
This has given the fruit an
edge over other varieties of
oranges in the markets of
the world.
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TREAT FOR YOUR EYES
Swaminarayan Temple is an ornate place of worship made from red-stone
and is surrounded by gardens. It is illuminated with multi-coloured lights at
night which give it a mesmerising look.

A TRYST WITH NATURE
Nagpur is rightly called ‘the tiger
capital of India’, as it is surrounded
by many tiger reserves — Tadoba
National Park, Pench Tiger
Reserve, Umred Karhandla Wildlife
Sanctuary, Bor Wildlife Sanctuary,
Navegaon National Park, Melghat
Tiger Reserve, and Kanha Tiger
Reserve. As apparent from their
names, these reserves are popular,

The peaceful and tranquil Ramtek Fort Temple is situated on a hilltop, and
is surrounded by nature. The temple has a rich history as it is believed that
Lord Rama took rest at this place while on his way to Lanka.

Named after the great, late singer, Lata Mangeshkar Musical Garden is a
picturesque amphitheatre setting with sprawling lawns, colourful flowers,
soothing fountains, and serene ponds. The place is a music lover’s paradise.
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the world over, for their thriving
tiger population, and are visited by
thousands of tourists every year.
The city itself consists of many
natural and artificial lakes, botanical
gardens, the famous Maharajbag
zoo, and also some forest and
nature reserves, that are a feast for
the eyes.

TANTALISE YOUR TASTE BUDS
A signature cuisine of Nagpur, saoji is a spicy meat-based delicacy,
which is a must-try. Tarri pohe is Nagpur’s own, special variation of the
famous Maharashtrian breakfast staple, pohe. Another favourite snack
in the city is samosa. Patodi, a red and spicy, curry-based dish is not for
the faint-hearted as it is really hot! Other Maharashtrian dishes such as
varhadi chicken, the wholesome Maharashtrian thali, missal pav, and so
on are also found across the city. However, the title of the most popular
food here goes to the unique and ubiquitous orange barfi, a dessert
made out of… no prizes for guessing... orange!

TIME IT RIGHT
The weather gets pretty hot and dry in summer, so it’s advisable to
avoid the scorching heat from March to May. Winters in Nagpur are
relatively cold and pleasant, so October to March is considered the
best period to visit the city.

The Rising Star May-June 2022
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Colours of
the Earth
Natural dyes are a wonderful living heritage of India.
Dr. Pushyamitra Joshi, founder, EcoFab, Indore,
shares his thoughts on the practice of extracting
colours from natural sources.
Text by BRINDA GILL

What are natural dyes?
Natural dyes refer to colours extracted from
natural sources rather than by industrial
processes. These colours can be extracted
from plants, minerals, or animals, though the
practice is typically focused on vegetable dyes.
Does India have a tradition of natural dyes?
The knowledge and practice of extracting
colours from natural sources has been
prevalent in India since ancient times. Colours
are mostly extracted from roots, stems, bark,
leaves, and flowers for natural dyeing. Plant
parts such as the bark of lodhra were also used
as a mordant — a material that combines with
the natural dye to increase the fastness of the
colour.
The Atharva Veda, dated to about 3000
years ago, has references to the healing
attributes of herbs and the colours obtained
from those herbs. Ancient narratives like the
Ramayana and Mahabharata have references
to coloured garments that tell us of the
practice of natural dyeing. The Arthashastra,
a text dating about 2000 years ago, mentions
common people preferring to wear coloured
garments, as well as the role of dyers in dyeing
cloth and washers in washing the dyed clothes
with care.
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a brownish/reddish-brown colour.
Turmeric that has several health
benefits gives a wonderful yellow colour.
The babul tree bark yields brown, the
powder on the kamala fruit gives peach
colour and sappan wood gives pink.
The list goes on... It may be noted that
there are plants of the same family
that grow locally, such as the lakadong
turmeric from Meghalaya that is highly
valued for its high curcumin content.
Unfortunately, the availability of some
plants or the practice of obtaining dyes
from certain plants, such as red from
chay roots, has declined or been lost.
One mineral source of a natural
dye is ramraj, a clay that gives yellow
colour. Regarding animal sources of
natural dyes, there are references
to yellow colour obtained from cow
urine. It is a misconception that cows
fed with mango leaves for enhanced
yellow colour of urine are adversely
affected by the intake. It is only if
excessive leaves are consumed does
it affect the cow.
In India, the focus has primarily
been on the therapeutic benefits of
plant parts and animal produce without
harming them when consumed.
Secondly, it was believed that colours
extracted from these natural sources
would be beneficial when used for
dyeing cloth. In the West, the focus is
on the colour obtained and there are
instances of colour being extracted
from animal sources such as red from
cochineal that is an insect and Tyrian
purple from snails.

A spectrum of colours can be
extracted from plant sources…
Yes, many colours are obtained
from plant sources, and variations in
shades are obtained by working with
each of these. In earlier centuries,
red and yellow were the most popular
colours for colouring garments in
India. Red has long been obtained
from manjistha, and yellow from daru
haldi, pomegranate peel, marigold
flowers, safflower, and haldi that is
turmeric. An entire range of blue
shades ranging from black to light
blue is obtained from indigo. Green is
obtained from combinations of indigo
and pomegranate peels, as well as
indigo, and marigold flowers.

Is awareness of natural dyes
increasing?
Awareness of natural dyes and of cloth
dyed with natural dyes is increasing.
This is for the soothing and at times also
healing benefits of garments stitched
with these fabrics. Cloth dyed with natural
dyes has a distinct beauty and softness.
The feel of a garment dyed with natural
dyes is perceptibly different to one dyed
with synthetic dyes. Further, natural dyes
are environment-friendly as the water
used post-processes is safe to flow into
the earth and the remnants of the process
are biodegradable.
The only hesitation consumers
may have is that garments made
from natural-dyed cloth are more
expensive. This is because natural
dyes are more expensive than
synthetic dyes and the process of
natural dyeing is far more time- and
labour-intensive. Creating a garment
with natural dyes is a process of
patience; like the birth of a child, it
cannot be rushed. Further, these
garments require to be washed with
a soap of low pH or natural soap
such as reetha. I think it is prudent to
consider the back story of garments
when making a purchase and to
have fewer garments, yet those that
are beneficial to one’s health and
environment.

Tell us about the therapeutic
benefits of plant parts that also
yield colour
India has a wonderful diversity of
plant life and this has offered us a
system of healing and dyeing based
on plants. Manjistha, used in the
preparation of ayurvedic medicines to
treat skin-related disease, is the most
popular red dye. Safflower, used to
treat heart ailments, provides yellow
colour. The bark of the Arjuna tree is
used for making an infusion to treat
heart ailments and the bark also yields
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In the Spotlight

First

non-stop flight
between Belagavi
and

Nagpur

launched

On April 16, 2022, Star Air, the aviation arm
of Sanjay Ghodawat Group, operated the
first direct flight between Belagavi and
its 16th station, Nagpur under the regional
connectivity scheme UDAN.

18

May-June 2022 The Rising Star

Nagpur Airport
Inaugural Belagavi (IXG) - Nagpur (NAG) flight S5 147
receiving the shower-of-affection at Nagpur Airport.

The Rising Star May-June 2022
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In The Spotlight

W

ith no prior, direct flights between Belagavi and
Nagpur, Star Air became the first airline in India
to connect the two cities. Also known as the
‘Tiger Capital of India’ and ‘the Orange City’, Nagpur is a
fascinating and captivating city that is widely famous for its
delectable oranges, cleanliness, greenery, IT sectors, tiger
reserves, and pilgrimage sites. With the launch of this new
destination, Star Air has enabled seamless and direct travel
to Nagpur, while it continues to cater to its passengers’
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needs with the utmost care and comfort, keeping their best
interests in mind.
The launch of the new route heralds the beginning of a
new era for Nagpur, as it advocates for better connectivity
within the state and the rest of the country. Commenting
on the milestone achievement, Mr. Shrenik Ghodawat, MD,
Star Air, said, “It gives me immense pleasure to announce
that we are now directly connected to Nagpur via Belagavi.
We are confident that this new route will not only bolster

our regional network but also continue to provide better
connectivity and strengthen our tourism sector. We hope
to continue connecting to many other regional cities to
the travel map of India in the times to come.”
This inaugural flight S5 147 to Nagpur was operated
by an all-women crew, commanded by Captain Nayheli
Arias Laurel, First Officer Ashwini Bhaskare, Cabin
Crew Gyatri and Ruhali. The flight had a perfect 100%
passenger load factor and the return leg had a very
healthy 92% load factor, which affirms our route planning
strategy and reflects the traveling public’s eagerness for
connectivity between the two cities.
Star Air will operate twice a week between Belagavi
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and Nagpur on Tuesdays and Saturdays with a very
convenient departure time of 8:30 am from Belagavi arriving
into Nagpur at 10 am and departure from Nagpur at 10:30 am
with a 12 pm arrival into Belagavi.
The schedule of these flights has been planned to offer
passengers the most reasonable prices under the popular
UDAN scheme. This historic flight service between Belagavi
and Nagpur separated by a distance of 762 km, can now be
covered in just about 2 to 3 hours instead of more than 19
hours via other modes of transport.
Star Air now offers scheduled flight services to 16 Indian
destinations — Ahmedabad, Ajmer (Kishangarh), Bengaluru,

Belagavi, Delhi (Hindon), Hubballi, Indore, Jodhpur,
Kalaburagi, Mumbai, Nashik, Surat, Tirupati,
Jamnagar, Hyderabad, and Nagpur.
For more information, please visit www.starair.in
You can also connect with us on: @OfficialStarAir
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Solution: Brazil; Egypt; Qatar; Finland; Belize
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Know Your Crew

Realise your

dreams

Captain Sanjay Gandhi lays bare his difficult journey of becoming an
Airline commercial pilot and shares some interesting experiences
from his flights in this edition of The Rising Star.

Tell us a little about yourself
I was born in Kaithal, a small town
in Haryana. I did my schooling and
college in Delhi, and then, set up a small
business there. I started my flying career
in 2006, and today, I have over 15 years
of flying experience, including being a
flight school instructor for more than
three years.
Could you take us through your pilot
training?
I wanted to be a pilot since childhood.
In fact, I wanted to be a fighter pilot, but
could not qualify. In order to still pursue
my dream of flying, I started training to
become a commercial pilot.
There were challenges, of course. I
come from a middle-class family, and
we were going through a financial crisis
at one point in time. I had almost given
up my dream, since the training course
was expensive. After getting married in
2001, my wife motivated me to fulfill my
dream. With some savings and a bank
loan, I continued my training.
Even during my training in California,
due to shortage of funds, I took up
odd jobs such as washing and ferrying
aircrafts and working as a waiter
in a restaurant. After successfully
completing the training, I returned to
India, but could not find a good job here.
So, I went back to the US to pursue
training as a flight instructor. Upon
completing that, I returned to India and
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got a job as a flight instructor at NMIMS
Academy of Aviation, Shirpur. I spent the
next three years working with different
flying schools, and finally got a break to
fly as a commercial pilot in 2011.
Today, I have more than 6500
hours of flying experience. I’ve flown
more than 10 different kinds of aircraft,
including Diamond DA-40 & DA-42,
Beechcraft Kingair B200, Cessna
C-208B Grand Caravan, Learjet 60XR,
Embraer Legacy 650, and currently,
the Embraer 145 LR. Apart from these
I’ve also flown a few aircraft in the US,
which are not available in India such
as Mooney M20, Piper PA-34 Seneca,
Piper PA-44 Seminole, Beechcraft
Duchess, Cessna Skylane 182RG.
Most of us who can’t fly cannot
imagine what it feels like to be
a pilot. Could you tell us about
the feeling you get when you are
sitting in the cockpit, holding the
yoke (control stick) in your hands,
ready to fly?
It is always an exhilarating feeling. The
cockpit is like home to me. Sitting in
it, I get to live my dream and passion.
When I hold the control stick, I feel
pure bliss, just like a father would feel,
holding his child in his arms.
Apart from academic knowledge
and technical skills, what,
according to you, are the qualities

of a good pilot?
I would say, discipline,
dedication, patience, situational
awareness, alertness, and sharp
decision-making skills.
A pilot is responsible for the safety
of his passengers and crew. Have
you faced an emergency situation?
What was it, and how did you
mitigate the problem?
The captain is the supreme authority
on-board an aircraft. The safety of the
passengers and the aircraft are the
prime responsibilities of the captain.
I can share many in-flight instances
from over the years —bad weather,
pressurisation failure, complete
electrical failure, bird strikes, and so on.
In such cases, your knowledge, skills,
and emergency checklist become the
deciding factor between life and death;
autopilot cannot help.
Last monsoon, I was landing in
Bengaluru in extremely bad weather
— there was a thunderstorm, it was
raining heavily, and visibility was very
low. The aircraft that was supposed to
take off before we landed had to delay
due to wind-shear reported on the
take-off path, and therefore goingaround would have been an unsafe
option for us. One wrong move could’ve
put the life of all the passengers and
crew at tremendous risk.
I maneuvered the aircraft to safety

To be in the cockpit is
always an exhilarating
feeling. The cockpit is like
home to me. Sitting in it, I
get to live my dream and
passion. When I hold the
control stick, I feel pure
bliss, just like a father
would feel, holding his
child in his arms.

by relying on my situational awareness
and skills, and made a successful
landing. Being calm is very important in
these circumstances.

cherish every moment of
family time that I get.

As a pilot, what do you like more,
take-off or landing? Which is more
difficult?
I like every bit of flying. All phases of
a flight are very challenging; but yes,
landings are a bit more challenging
than the rest.

Your thoughts on Star Air
as an employer…how has it
added value to your aviation
career?
Star Air is one of the fastest
growing airlines in India, and
has made a mark for itself in
the Indian aviation sector in a
considerably short period of time.
The organisation has ambitious
growth plans and places emphasis
on the growth of its employees.
My flying career grew
dramatically with Star Air. In less
than three years with Star Air,
I’ve flown more than 2500 hours,
averaging 950 hours per year
which has been a rich experience.

How do you manage work-life
balance?
It is difficult to maintain work-life balance
due to the irregular nature of a pilot’s
job. But gradually, one gets used to it. I

Your advice to budding
commercial pilots?
Be patient, maintain discipline, be
calm, study well, and take care of
your health.

Flying an aircraft demands
the greatest amount of
responsibility, alertness, and
quick-thinking, and hence, it
must get stressful at times.
What is your mantra to hack it?
My mantra is “Be happy, patient, cool,
and love what you are doing.”
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Star Pride

Celebrating our Star Performers
MS. NIDHI M & MS. POOJA LOKESH
Contact Centre, Revenue Department,
Bengaluru Head Office
•
•
•

•

Exceptionally dedicated towards their work.
Handled all irregular operations professionally.
Extremely warm and helpful to all callers,
routinely go over and above to assist
customers.
Highest revenue generation by them
consistently for the last three months.

MUZZAMIL KORBO
Security Department, Belagavi Airport
(IXG)

•

•
•
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Highly committed to assigned duties
and is customer friendly. Is often
appreciated for his politeness and
always wears a smile on his face.
Exceptional in his customer service when
approached in need.
Received the following appreciation from a
passenger on board S5111 Belagavi to Mumbai: I had
forgotten my flat keys at home and told Muzzamil that it would be delivered
at the counter, and I needed help to receive it. All this while, the ground staff
was checking on me and wanted me to board the plane. Muzammil assured
me that I should board the plane, and if he received the keys, he would
deliver them to me. I could see him, standing at the entrance waiting for
my keys. He even shared his number with me. When he received the keys,
he ran towards the aircraft just in time, to hand over my keys. This was an
overwhelming experience and I cannot thank Muzammil enough.
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Speedy Reads

Slim reads for quick flights
Flying is so much easier when you have a good book for company.

Spy in Amber

The Alchemist
Author: Paulo

Maya’s New
Husband

The Little Men

Author: Manohar

Author: Megan

Ghachar
Ghochar

Malgonkar

Coelho

Author: Neil D’Silva

Abbott

Author: Vivek

Lying deep in
the belly of
the Himalayas,
hidden away
from the world,
is the Ragyabas
monastery
which has a
treasure worth
millions in its
possession.
Fearing Chinese
invasion the
treasure is
handed over to
India for safekeeping but the
Chinese have
different plans.

Santiago has
recurring dreams
of finding gold
in pyramids.
It’s not long
before a dream
interpreter tells
him, his dreams
are a prophecy.
So he sets out to
find his treasure
in the Egyptian
pyramids. This
dazzling story
is powerful,
simple, and
filled with
inspiring
wisdom.

Maya decides to
marry Bhaskar
to forget her
past with her
ex-husband who
disappeared
without a
trace. But with
mysterious
disappearances
around the city
and Bhaskar’s
curious ways,
which Maya knows
nothing about,
she wonders if she
has made a wrong
decision in life, yet
again.

Penny is a
wannabe
Hollywood
actress. It is a
dream-cometrue when she
finds a low-rent
bungalow in
Canyon Arms.
Soon enough she
starts hearing
strange noises
and can’t help
but wonder about
the true fate of
the bookseller
who died in her
home a couple of
years ago.

Shanbhag

A traditional
Kannada family
rises from rags
to riches owing
to their spice
business picking
up. Chikappa,
the mastermind
behind this
endeavour enjoys
special privileges
in the family for
being the harbinger
of fortune.
However, things
change with the
entry of Chikappa’s
wife, Anita.
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Astro Guide

What the Stars Reveal
Find out what’s on the cards for you in the coming months.
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Aries (March 21 – April 19)

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)

Your stars encourage you to refresh your style
and get a makeover. A new month, a new you!
Do not give away your energy to people who
drain you or make you feel frustrated. You will
welcome financial freedom into your life. You
will need to nurture all your professional and
personal relations. In everything you do, make
your well-being, a focus.

You may have some pressure, more than
usual when it comes to making your
relationship work. A romantic trip could solve
your problems. With many things happening
in all aspects, you may feel stressed and
overwhelmed at times. You will travel for some
relaxation. You may also consider changing
your job or career.

Taurus (April 20 – May 20)

Leo (July 23 – August 22)

The loneliness you have been feeling won’t
last long. The next few months see a fun-filled
calendar with friends and family. The stars
indicate you meeting new lovers through coworkers or at social gatherings. Try and make
budgeting fun so you can get your finances back
in control. Education might present challenges
but all will work out for you.

You have some exciting adventures coming
up and you’re all geared up for them. You
spend your month, making life-changing
career, social, and spiritual decisions. This is
the perfect time for you to re-evaluate your
routines and develop healthy habits. Ensure
you make the best of all opportunities that
present themselves to you.

Gemini (May 21 – June 20)

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)

All aspects of your life will be headed in the
right direction. Your life will be filled with peace,
harmony and happiness. Your loved ones
especially will do all they can to ensure you feel
loved and appreciated. Things are taking off
career-wise too and you will gain respect and
status. You are being encouraged to improve
your financial health.

You focus on filing taxes and paying off debts.
Face your skeletons and ensure you don’t carry
them into the next phase of your life. When you
feel overwhelmed by problems, turn to your
closest relationships for joy and support. When it
comes to love, be careful; you don’t fall too hard
for fantasy. You may face health problems, ensure
you’re well-equipped to handle them.
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Libra (September 23 – October 22)

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)

Not everyone around you wishes you well or is
happy with your progress. The stars will make
it absolutely clear who’s on your side. You will
commit to healthy habits and routines. Brace
yourself for exciting new partnerships and
collaborations at work. When it comes to family
life you may face a few hurdles but all be well
in the end.

You finally realise you don’t have to plan
outlandish trips to satisfy your cravings. Joy can
be found every day, in little things in a familiar
environment too. Your health will be good. Your
career and public image might not be at its best.
Make changes to ensure you are able to pursue
the right career. Pursue all your passions with
enthusiasm and confidence.

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)

Change has been a constant for you since a
few months now. You will start a new job and
commit to a new daily schedule that suits
your lifestyle. The stars suggest some dreamy,
romantic encounters and no one will be judging
your choices. You will face your fears and go
after what you want to achieve. Focus only on
things that really matter to you.

You are too burned out to help anyone. Make
sure you set boundaries in communication.
Leave all or any exhausting groups and chats.
Your sense of self-worth will flourish. You
worked hard for all the money you earned,
spend some on a mani/pedi and entertainment
too. The upcoming months signify change and
transformation which will lift your spirits up.

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)

So much has already changed for you. You start
writing a new story by digging deeper into your
family, becoming a plan parent, discovering
your new city or reading more books. At work
you may have to take on more responsibilities.
Make sure you are compensated for it. The stars
indicate, you will travel more with your spouse
to strengthen your love and bond.

The spotlight is on you. You will see an increase
in your beauty and charisma. You will get a lot
of compliments for it. Enjoy while it lasts. Try
and use your influence to make a difference
at work or in your community. A surprising
romantic encounter with an old friend is on the
cards. Finances may pose problems. Try to avoid
unnecessary confrontations.
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Tech Tonic

Gadgets to look out for
ASUS ZENBOOK 17 FOLD OLED
Marketed as the world’s first 17” foldable OLED laptop, ASUS Zenbook 17 Fold OLED is high on specs
and performance. Being ultra-thin, light, and easily foldable makes it the ultimate compatible
companion. The device comes with the latest, 12th Gen Intel® Core processor, Intel® Iris Xe Graphics,
16 gb LPDDR5 RAM, and VESA certified Display HDR True Black 500, to keep you glued to your
favourite game or movie.

APPLE MAC STUDIO
An extremely powerful and capable set-up, the
Mac Studio will let you do just about anything you
can think of with a computer. It’s a perfect and
comprehensive tool for creative professionals
that’ll help them unleash their potential to its
fullest. The set up boasts Apple’s M1 Max chip
that has a 10‑core CPU, up to 32‑core GPU, and
up to 64GB of unified memory or the M1 Ultra
chip that has a 20‑core CPU, up to 64‑core
GPU, and up to 128GB unified memory. With
such stats, one can expect nothing less than
power-packed performance, stunning visuals,
and top-notch output results.

GARMIN DESCENT G1
SERIES
With a focus on diving, this
time, Garmin has launched the
Descent G1 Smartwatch series
with optional solar charging.
Apart from all the previously
offered features — health
metrics tracking, compass,
thermometer, and gyroscope
— this rugged watch now
offers support for multiple dive
modes, ranging from technical
to free dives like single-gas mode, gauge mode, apnea mode, nitrox mode, and so
on. A battery life of up to 21 days (when in non-dive mode) on a single charge for
the non-solar version and up to four months on a single charge for the solar version
makes sure that one can enjoy a non-stop, hassle-free performance.

OCULUS QUEST 2
Oculus Quest 2 Advanced All-In-One
Virtual Reality Headset is a must-have
for anyone who wants one-of-a-kind
experiences, live events, new ways to stay
fit, and is interested in being a part of a
growing community of users. Its next level
hardware, and power-packed software
make the Quest 2 an ideal VR device that
lets you explore awe-inspiring games and
experiences with unparalleled freedom.

34

May-June 2022 The Rising Star

Network Map

Delhi (Hindon)

Ajmer (Kishangarh)
Jodhpur

Ahmedabad
Jamnagar

Indore
Nagpur

Surat

Mumbai

Nashik

Kalaburagi

Hyderabad

Belagavi
Hubballi

Tirupati
Bengaluru

Disclaimer: This map is only for depicting
Star Air’s flight routes, and may not
accurately represent the geographical
boundaries of the country/its territories.

Tech Tonic

COMBOS

₹250

₹220

Potato Chips + Heavy
Meal + Frustar / Fizzinga

Potato Chips + Light
Meal + Frustar / Fizzinga

₹170

₹270

Light Meal + Frustar /
Fizzinga

Heavy Meal + Hot
Beverage

₹220

Light Meal + Hot
Beverage

₹220

Heavy Meal + Frustar /
Fizzinga

BEVERAGE

₹100
₹50

* All menu items are subject to availability
www.stairair.in
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₹30

Hot Beverages

TEMPTATIONS

₹150

₹150

₹150

₹200

Salted Almonds

Caramel Cashewnuts

Salted Cashewnuts

Cup Noodles

SNACK FOOD

₹50

₹30

Conez Tangy Tomato /
Tikka Masala

Thinz Salted / Chilli

LIGHT MEAL

Potato Chips Salted / Masala
/ Cream & Onion

HEAVY MEAL

₹150

₹200

₹150
₹200

Rava Upma

Dal Chawal

Vegetable Poha

Vegetable Biryani

* All menu items are subject to availability
www.stairair.in
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